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i Dedicated to preserving the history and [feri
President 6s Message CcitzensofPearlandwill open the time capsule and
perhaps enjoy some mdpearland history.

Anytime a couple or moreistorical Society
members get together, the topic of conversation  In this issue of th&lewsletter,you will find a
invariably turns to the growth é&fearland and coupleof articleswhich contain a lobf Pearland
usually to comparing growingp inPearlandtoday  history. One is a history ¢tearland by Dorothy
with growing up here in earlier years. In almost all Long Cookand the other is a stohester Hood
instances the conversation turns to what a hard, ~ wrote when his good frierde Roy @A Redo Wat s
tough life it was like growing up back in those days Passed awayLester, who just recently also paed
when an ice cream cone cost a nickel and a soft ~ away, wrote the story fdk e dsors It describes
drink was a treat and not justmething for what life was like growing up iRearland back in
washing down a sandwich at meal tinBut alsoin  t h e aBdxh@ sort of thiygs so many of us talk
almost all instances the next sentence is about how about when reminiscing about days past.
t hat person woul dndét trade growing p t hose day
with growing up in dodaPerROkolo reﬁﬁtyrdaytomqberu?é‘émlh@r d t
imagine what the children ebday will be talking your calendars. That is the day of our annual
to their grandkids about and comparing their lives Reunion Luncheon. That is the day also when we
growing up in the 2000 5alwjgettereninseeahoghose earlyldagysoé | n t h
205065 . On e Cithof Pegriaridinr  Beartanrd and torgngw old friendships.
the 205006s will | Rearlendas di fferent from the
of the 20@didofas htth@0006s | oMigkey Mark
fromthePearlandof t he 19 Btlbbdrs or 6006 s.
January_'istoricalSocietymeetingMayorTom IEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENI
Reid saidPearland now has a population of around Donot forget tenyr regul ar

90,000 and will exceed 100,000 by the end of this
decade. Just seven years ago in thel A2001
Newsletterwe quotedMayor Reid saying our
census was then 37,600; and of course we were
amazed that the old rice fields out west of town
were then filling up with businesses of all sorts as
well as upscale housing sdivisions. As each of
our Historical members pass on, a bit of early
Pearland history is erasedHopefully the

Historical Societywill be able to maintain that
history. | think with the historical markers at the
AOl d Settlers Cemeteryo
Methodist Church, the dd high schooland now
atZychlinski Park a great amount of history has

Historical Society meeting, Tuesday, April
15"at7.00P.M.Ky |l er Col e,
Coordinatoro wil/ be
Please note this meeting will again be at the
Pearland Church of Christ on Grand
Boulevard. The remodeling of the Knapp
Center isalmost complete so we can look
forward to our July meeting there.

Coffee, soft drinks and homemade cookies
and visits with old friends follow the
meeting.€Se8 Yol th&& PO T
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been preserved. Of course in the year 2057 the then
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Thinking of our Society meeting on AEriI 1% (Editordés Not e: The |l etter
brings to mind the big event of Aj 15" - - been sent.)
income tax payment day. Recently | received an e
mail which gave a very good description of the Mayor Tom Reid gave an interesting update as to
I RS. I't said At he | RSO0 whatBswaing oningh€itymfrPdasland.Asg et her
and it spells ATHEI RSO. previously mentionedylayor Reid, says our
population is now 90,000 and will exceed 100,000
What 6s Happening by the end of this decad&he Mayor also
reported there are 460 medical doctors who now

Thanks once again to tiRearland Church of reside inPearland and approximately 4200

Christ for allowing theHistorical Societythe use residents who workt the medical center in

of one of their class rooms for odanuary Houston. Another item of interest discussed by the

meeting. Although the night was a miserable, rainy Mayor concerned th€residential Park which is

and cold one, we had a pretty gdachout located just ofHighway 2880n the banks oflear
Creek. The park features large busts of U.S.

Treasurer Peggy Farthing Lorg reported a presidents. They are the creatioranf

balance of $8,113.18 in our treasury as Béc. 31, internationally acclaimed arti§tavid Adickes.

2007. The park will bein an area called th&/aterlights
District which is a $600 million planned urban

Pictures of old®Pearland homes are needed for development which will feature residential condos,

posting on théearland Historical Society luxury apartments, office buildings, retail

website. | f anyone has nloutiquesrestauraaty a couple of ey Rotels @nd t h e

web address iwww.pearlandhistoricalsociety.org @ grand canal waterway.

Ray Kliesing has done a great job in setting up and
maintaining the website. (Editors Note: Yes, this is Pearland the Mayor is
talking about and for $600 mil/|

are planning on using an existing rice cana)

Also old pictures of downtowRearland are
needed for the coverf themembership books

which hopefully will be forthcoming this spring. We appreciate thila y o intérestingupdate.

Mayor Reid has been a real friend and ardent

In discussing the luncheon for this year, the supporter of th€earland Historical Society.

consensus was to continue to @antral Texas
Barbecuefor our caterer and to hold the price at
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$8.00 per personit was also decided that since 08 Among our Members

is an election year the decoration theme will be

patriotic- - red, white and blue. Society Member Lester Hoodpassed away
February 27". Lester was a member of the class

It was also agreed that odistorical Society will of 1942 and played end on the championship

pursue alexas Historical Marker for the new undefeated 6nan football team of 1941 ester

park onOrange Streetif itis namedi Hu n t e r  served in thé\rmy during WWII. When he
Par as(bequested by Oﬁociety_ At this time the returned to civilian life, he went t8ul Ross

Parks Board has approved the namettitwill not Universityand earned a bachel oros
be brought before th@ity Council until sometime  degee. He taught school and coached for 25 years.
in April. Lester was the youngest of tii¢ood children and
waspreceded bgisterMildred Hood Bradley and
Members present voted to send a letter to the brothersBob and Claude. Lester and Lillian
Pearland Parks Departmentrequesting the were regular attendees at evetigtorical Society
Veterans Memorial Marker at Zychlinski Park luncheon andkept up with all the goings on with
be moved to another location. It was felt tht t the Society. Our deepest sympathies go out to

monument look more like an advertisement and is Lillian and family. Further in the Newsletter you

not appropriate forthd Ol d Townsi t e VhseeRptenmragaktigrowing up iearland
Par ko. written byLester.


http://www.pearlandhistoricalsociety.org/

As mentioned in the ladtewsletter, Society reading about this one in a future issue of the
Member Nancy Phillips has been having a tough ~ Newsletter.
battle with Adenoid Cysti€arcinomaSince that

time she has undergone radiation treatments, Quinton & Wanda J a mi stwim 0 s
blisters in her mouth which necessitated a feeding granddaughters wilbe graduating from college in
tube and countless other side effects from the May. Haley Addison Polakwill graduate from the

radiation. Husbantarry haskept those of us on University of Texas In Austin with a degree in
the email circuit updated ol a n cbatfles and it Theatre ArtsandAshley Jamison Polakwill

is good to report this tough lady is once more able graduatdrom Baylor with a degree in Pshology.
to eat, has discarded the feeding tube and she and Ashley & Haley are daughters @uinton and

Larry are even planning trips tthnois, Wa n d daughteiCheryl "Jamison" Polak and
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Nebraska. Lay and her spous®andy Dale Polak
Nancy have sent their thanks for all the prayers.
They surely did help. Society Members Roy and JoAnn Mark down in
Victoria, Texas have reason to be proud of their
Cooper Gartrell, three year oldon ofLacey and daughterGlynda Mark Martin received the honor
John Gartrell, grandson of.eah and Dwight of being named Wo man of ihmhe Yearod

Bateman, and great grandson Blavid Smith is
undergoing chemo therapy fleukemia. He goes 4
days a week. He is in and outTdxas Children's
Hospital with various complications such as
infection, bronchitis and reactions to the chemo.
Please kee@ooperand family in your prayers.

Pleasanton, Texas.

AnotherSociety Memberneeding your prayers is
Wanda Shannon JamisonBack in early February,
Wanda fractured her knee cap on the knee which
she had a knee replacement 3 years ago. She has
been in a knee brace from the ankle totktgh.

She will be going back for furtherrays in May

and possibly will face more surgery.

7 7
Also please keefociety Member James Hefner s ' 7
in your prayers. A year or so agiames,who lives / /////
in Kerrville, Texas, had a melanoma removed from Glvnda Mark on thé’;’-""m'rece-n laque as
his face. At the time the doctors thought they had Y N tom, Texa

. ! . Woman of the Year in Pleasanton, Texas
got all the cancer; but it has returnedlim me s 6

brain. At this time thepydpdsisRifefandREb KlilsthgaBddcan&! 0s t 0
determine the method of treatmedmesis a 1948 roud of their granddaughtd®hiannon Kliesing.

PHS graduate. He holdsdoctors degree from Rhiannon opened up th&exas A&M Lady

Texas A&M in agriculture and those of us who Aggiessoftball regular season Bit)2 Conference

were his 1948 classmates remember him as one of play with a win oveTexas Techon 03/22/08.

the really good guys. We are praying for him. Rhiannon, who is in her freshman year A& M
was an All American high school pitcher for the

Some Good News Pearland Oilers. A look at the Aggie softball web
site showdRhiannon at this time has pitched 89

Brenda Martin Riggs, Secetary of the Historical innings with al.337 earned run averagehile

Society, will be on anothefascinaing mission trip  winning 9 games and losing 4 and has struck out
this summer. On July*ishe will be traveling to the 82, She alsis batting .271; and just think she is

city of Save (pronounced Saavay) in Benin, West  gnly a freshman. Watch f6t h i a n mame 6ns
Africa. She will be on the mission for 19 days. the sports page of Texas newspapers.

Brenda has been on some really interesting mission
trips in the past: and we ook forward to
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PHS Class Reunions Jamison Wellshas seen in all those years she has
lived onYost Roadwhich now has become the

Society Member Mickey Scottadvises that he will ~ four laneYost Boulevard.
be hosting a reunion of thRHS class of

1957at his homen Bellville on April 27", Mick ,

who has hosted a reunion the past 7 yeangs

class members attending can look forward to
breathing fresh country air, rehearing tales of the
old days, catching up on current events, pitching
washers, eating barbecue and hopefully enjoying
the bluebonnets. Sounds like a great day for you 5
gracs.

Ol dest N a
Born Citizen

It appears thabociety Member David Scotis
now the oldest native born male citizebavid was
88 years old on Jan. 1®avid was raised on a

. ) S e ol dairy onScott Lanewhich in those days was way
Mickey Scott (r.) with Rudy Sandoval at Reunion out in the country. Besides now being the oldest
Luncheon native borrmalePearlander, Davidhas another

. : . spot in the history dPearland. As the quarterback
Also Society Member Phil Curry advises that the onPear | firstfdotball team in 193MDavid

PHS class of 1978vill have a reunion on Saturday -
X ' scored the first touchdown ever scored by the
August 23 at theHouston Hobby Marriott Pearland OilersinP e a r | anly gaﬁnegf 1937

Hotel. :
. . . against_aMarque. In years to come we may have
For more information on the reunion, you cdreck older native borrPearlanders,butD a v i ndndes

out this website: . L Lz
will always remain irP e a r | aportk higtos
http://www.pearlandclassofl1978.com/ books. y Ho y

Ru

Who Are the Oldest Native Born
Pearlanders?

In the year 2007 we unfortunately lost both

Pe ar | eldest dasve born citizemois Hunter
Bundy, 101 and the oldest native born male citizen,
Roy F. @ Dud e Withkha passingiof 9
Lois and Dude,the question was who were the
oldest male and female native born citizens residing
in Pearland? As best we can determine, our oldest AN
native borrcitizen isHistorical Society Member David Scott, Pearland?o Ol dest
Emma Jamison Wellswho wasborn November 1,  with teachers Oleta Campbell Hawkins and Hazel

1913 thus making her 94 years old. In one of our  Skinner Muetz

prevlOusNeWSIetterSthereWere eXCerptS from]e IEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENI

Jamison Family History written byFlorence _ The following story was written bgcciety

Jami son Gum.well whtlenstory n ¢ e 0 fember Dorothy Long Cook in 1984. Dorothy,
certainly illustrated the tremendous chakgema
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who was a 1939 PHS classmatébaivid Scott,
wasthePearland City Secretaryfor many years
Dorothy not only withessed many historical
changes in oucity, asCity Secretary, she was
involved in many of them. She is now living in an
assisted living facility irHouston. Dorothy

recently had a stent placed in her heart. By all
reports she is doing very good. Her story takes us
from the 306s through t
interesting story about the changes she witnessed

A Traditional View of Pearland

By Dorothy Long Cook

Most articles abourearland begin with the
development of th&anta Fe Railroadin 1882;
however, my first recollection é¢tearlandwas in
the 19206s. prairieshad wild s
violets, horned toads, and walking paths instead of
sidewalks. The town had a doctor nared

Long, who operated the drug store located on the
northeast corner @roadway and Highway 518.
The drg store was the hub of the community since
it dispensed castor oil, pink pills, general
merchandise, automobile tires (very narrow) and a
variety of penny candy out of a magnificent display
case. It also had a section for banking, complete
with teller ca@ and bars. Outside of the drug store
was a bench where men gathered on Sunday

morning to smoke their pipes and cigars and tell tall

tales.

Other buildings included thigg plant, IGA store,
telephone office, post office, school house, hotel
and depot. The depot, now serving as offices for
the Chamber of Commercewas located on the
east side of the railroad tracks. A dipping vat was
located north of the depot along the tracks and
livestock were driven across the area of@he
Townsite to this vat, ¢pped and loaded onto the
rail cars and sent to market.

The road tdHoustonwas shell; however, some of
the Old Townsite roads were dirt and when it

rained it caused quite a problem for the people who

owned cars. A jury summons would require a train
rideto Angleton and if you missed the train back
you had to stay idngleton until the next day.

The thirties brought us a little shell on the roads in
theOld Townsite, plus a paved road intdouston.
It brought us additional school buildings including a
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high school with the first graduating class in 1938.
Pearland had two large dance halls, one called the
Old Style Inn located wheré?ancamo Moving &
Storageisnow( Edi t or 6 s Not e:
down in 2007)and the other known as thi¢ander
Tavern and located above thieed & White

Grocery Store on Main Streetand later across the
street above th€hevrolet deakrship. We seemed
o be famBudos aur h@ky-eonks andl d saperasined
Justice of the Peacevho administered justice out
of the telephone ofte.

The 40s brought us ration stamps, rice fields and
dry water wells, or at least wells pumping air and
sand. The Water Control and Improvement
District No. 3 was created by vote of the people in
1949. T he Di $dumdariestwérs basically the
Old Townsite, excluding one block on the west
ﬂd§ ﬁf toYvrh eIrDecember, 1949the District

called a bond Issue for $260,000 for the purpose of
constructing a waterworks and sanitary sewer
system. Thé®istrict rented a portion of thEire
Station, located n the esplanade @rand Blvd at
Highway 518for its business office. A fivacre
tract of land was purchased@tange and Old

Alvin Road and the first sewer plant was
constructed. ThPBistrict obtained the land where
the presenCity Hall and Police Station are
locatedEdi t or &ew thd dlaighlkior Hood
Center), drilled awaterwell and erected a 50,000
gallonHorton Watersphere, presently a landmark
in the City.

In February 1964,through mutual agreement, the
City abolished th&Vater District and assumed all
its liabilities and assets. At that time, @ity had a
Chief of Policeand two patrolmen as employees.
TheWater District had five employees, two
outside and three inside employees.

TheCity operated undeBeneral Law form of
governnent until 1971 when a proposed council
manager home rule charter was presentedeto th
citizens of theCity. The election adopting the
Charter narrowly passed and the election was
challenged in the courts; however, it wheld to be
a valid election. Th€harter has been amended
four times since adoption, with only minor
amendments to the original.

TheCity suffered two devastating floedn 1979
andHurricane Alicia in 1983; however, it has
survived and continues to grow with the outlook for



the future bright for the estimated population of played inPearland. Prior to that, we had won three
some 17,500 citizens now living in the 23 square  games in one day areeport.

miles inside the city limits. A 50 acre park, and a

new community center and library grace the While in Mrs. Brigham's seventhgrade &ass, we
Pearland scene, with a new police station, city hall continued to play softball. It was in 1937 that

and otheimprovements to be constructed with the  Pearland acquired its first affiliated high school. A
next five years. new building was constructed, and high school
students began attending classes there rather than in
Webster. The original school was converteddra
gymrauditorium with a raised roof.

Since a good deal of lumber was discarded during
remodelingLe Roy and | were able to collect
boards, shingles, and crdtge siding. We
transported our materials on a little wagon to a
vacant pasture, where weeeted a clubhouse. It
was probably about six by eight in size. The sides
of the roof did not quite meet at a peek, but we
shingled it and were proud of our results. A few
years later, we moved the building to a vacant lot
behind my homeDenny Coppingerfound an old

Reunion Luncheon wood-burning stove, so we had a comfortable

hideout.Donald Halik brought Satsuma oranges
FRAFIAFIAFSIF IR SIS AAK (which he had probably raided form an orchard) and
Lester Hoodwrote the following story foteRoy we enjoyed eating them while sitting on the dirt
ifRedo WadnsviterLéRey passed away floor of our little building.

several years ago. Itis a a tributd&Roy but it

also is a great story about the life so many of us My older brothersBob and Claude Hood,were on
remember from t hose ye athesnewHigh $ctoel baSketbal teddarRdy a0 0 s
when life wa much simpler and when a couple of  wanted to watch themay in a game, but did not

young boys could get on their bicycles ait# to have the admission price of a quarter. We stood by

Hobby Airport to watch the planes. the door looking forlorn. Whe@oach Hawkins
entered, he sai deweréd Aw, C ome

Some Early Memories of Pearland thrilled to attend a high school game.

by Lester Hood
One of the excursionse Roy and | made was a
Dear Chris, bicycle trip toHobby Airport, where we watched
| enjoyed your web page about your father and wanfplanes land and take off. | remember riding bikes
to share with you some childhood memories. Since with your Uncle Alanto a creek where we went

| was also born iPearlandin 1923, weshared swimming.

many of the same experiences while growing up in

a small town. My family lived irFriendswood One of he best opportunitieBearland students
during my elementary years, so that first had was thd@ravel Club. Most of us were from
recollection of knowind.e Roy was inFaye families who, during th&reat Depressioncould

Brookshire's fifth grade class. He made a lasting  not take children to s¢he wonderful sights of our

impression on hislassmates with his entertainment country. Several teachers sponsored the trips, which

skills. He was not shy about standing in front of the were managed oa shoestring budget. Each student

room and singing interminable verses of the song, paid about fifteen dollars for expenses. School

iThere's a Hole in the [Busststwersusedfandimbsegasslmewas purchased
with vouchers from oil companies.

Mr. Dempseytaught us in the sixth grade. That

was the year we began playing softball. Our team The first trip we boys had was a lengthy one to

won the county meet by defeatiAdyin in a game Yellowstone National Parkand many otheparks
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along the route. We prepared meals ourselves. The
menu was mainly cereal with condensed milk,
bread with apple or peanut butter, and sometimes
chili heated on &olemanstove.

LeRoyand | were Atravel
each carried a duffel bagntaining clothes and one
blanket. At night, we slept along a roadside or in a
national park. We placed one blanket on the ground
and usd the other as a cover. One of the last stops
was atCarlsbad Caverns in New Mexicol recall
thatLe Roy was among thse who got into some
sort of mischief and
lined as puni shment.

h a

We were privileged to attend tliSan Francisco
World's Fair in 1939. That trip included a tour of
the California redwood forests. In 1940, we
traveled to théNew York World's Fair. This was a
country wide excursion, with five schools and five
school buses involved. While iWashington D.C.,
our Congressmanmet us and a picture of the group
was taken on the steps of the capitol Building. |
understand that a copy thfis photo is framed and
hangs in th&Court House at Angleton.

On the steps of the capitol
Most of us boys, within a very short time after these
summer trips, were enlisted in various branches of
the armed serves and were traveling all over the
country and throughout the world. The experience
of having already seen at least part ofltimited
Statesmade the wartime moves to various camps
and bases seem less forbidding. We had at least a
slight acquaintance witplaces outside our own
little village. Pearland high school girls also had
trips. They were on a much smaller scale and of
shorter length, since motels were used.

Lester Hood at Reunion Luncheon

Life for Le Roy and the others in our class bewe
more exciting in our junior year and senior years of
high school. It was a custom for the junior class to
treat the senior class to a banqueat Jacinto

Inn. In order to do this, fundraisers were necessary.
The project for us as juniors was to &gy

iwWo manl ess Wasdvasiquitga comedy.

| was the mother of the bride, and continually
squeezed water from a handkerchief to simulate my
tears.Le Roy was father of the bride. Dressed in
ABever | y attre, hd fdlowed the bride

and groondown the aisle while carrying a real
shotgun.

Besides the juniesenior banquet, those students
also enjoyed a day at the beacl@Gialvestoneach
spring. During senior year, our civics teach\r,
Ainsworth, took us toAustin while the Legislature
was n session. We toured ti@apitol and the the
Governor's Mansion, where we sawirs. W. Lee
O'Daniel, the governor's wife. We stayed overnight
in anAustin motel.



Our Pearlandfootball team during the 1941 season | have enjoyed recollecting some of these ebiidy

was probably the best six man team in the state.  experiences which | shared withuyrdDad. After

Le Roy was the quarterback. While calling plays in ' WW-II, | was no longer in close contact with

the huddle, he sometimes told jokes and stories to fiR e d Hedemained in thair Force and | went to

loosen us up. We went through the schedule college and became a teacher. We did see one

undefeated and won eveggme in our bracket. another at a reunion held in the r8ifls for all
graduates oPearland High Schoolfrom 1938
through he war years. Then a few years later, he
attended the appreciation banquetGaach and
Mrs. Hawkins. He seemed to really delight in
seeing old classmat&’$.R e das a dear friend. It
was a privilege to grow up with him Pearland.

Edi tords Notdet tleesitteor
captured a lot of the memories so many of us
cherish and reveals the sort of things we all say
about growingup inthatera.L est er 6 s
other tributes to LeRoy Watson can be read at
this website:
http://lwww.thebicyclingguitarist.net/dad/cbi.htm
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Pearl and AOl d Townsi
speak at Historical Society Meeting

LeRoy

|l etter

t e

C

Kyl er Cole, A0l d ,Wdwnsite

be a guest speaker at our April $3neeting.

A highlight of senior year included attending the You dono6t wan whatKylermi

Cotton Bowl Game whereAlabama and Texas has to say about plans for the old townsite.

A&M played. One of the mothers had knitted caps old Tov_vnsite Coordinator is a new position in
in school colors for each of us team members to  the€ business development department of the

wear at the game. Unfortunately, a bitter cold spell City of Pearland. Kyler is a native of Flala

arrived on Jan. 1, 1942. None of us had warm and a West Point grasate. Meeting will be at
jackets or blankets and we finally had to retreatto the Pearland Church of Christ at 7:00 P.M .
the car andl$ten to the game on the radlo *kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkxk

. Please use the attached forrfor dues
As you probably realize, tHeearl Harbor attack

occurred orDecember 7, 1941By the timewe payment and to get your tickes for
wereabout to graduate, the war was in full gear. WeOUr @nnual Reunion Luncheon on

boys knew what we would be doing soon after Saturday, Oct. 25"
graduationLeRoyandIbothhmjobsWith IEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENI
Precision Aeromotive at Hobby Airport until we

left for the service. Godgave us memories

Your Uncle Archie worked forShell Oil Co.and So we may have roses in December
located the chassis of an old wreckéddel A that ) o
Le Roy purchased for five dollarée Roy soon Emily Dickinson

had that jalopy up and rumg and then wplated to
a more serviceablglodel A roadster. When | broke — ****xxxkkkiddikididdididkdkdiiirxrxrrrr

my collarbone during football practicee Roy See you at the meeting on the 15th
took me in that roadster to a doctorAlvin.

8

S S

he:



