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Presidentds Message

Have you noticed the new street signs indlue old timers call thaspoti i Dead Manoads
Pearland townsite? Also sidewalks have been (A little more about that also further in the

put in onGalveston Street and Grand Newsletter.) | think the consensus was that
Boulevard. The fi0OId Townsite Gr o uagmdd Dead Man ovsuld@obaMyebelose to

then Ol d Townsite Buasi nes ghe Eeater bfown.iNevertheless, to most of us

Cu

busy working to improve the old townsite and to  in theHistorical Societyfit own c eamd er 0

preserve the historic aspects of the little the intersection dfighways 35 and 518.

community so many of us remember. You can

read more on this further in tiNewsletter. A That s the greatReumianrt ab
little while back,Carleenand | ate with ouson Luncheon. You get a chance to talk with other

and daughtem-law at a very nice restaurant out folks who can remember the center of town, the

in the shopping center on the far side of highway great hamburgers in the old drugstore, duck

288 atwhat iscalledi Pe ar | and T o wn hahéngin ehat.ischovBilverlake, swimming in

The restaurant was nice, the food was good and  the rice canaland all kinds of things that are

the shopping center is reallypaautiful layout - such great memories. Mark the date on your
--but it sur e Fealandisit?t h e ocalendarseSaturaay, October 24"; and make

Again those of us who rememieearland your luncheon reservation.

when the city limits basically conformed to the

townsite as laid out bwitold de Zychlinski Mickey Mark

baCk |n 1sgglways thought the Center Of tOWﬂ *kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkhkkkkhkkk

was the intersection of highways 35 and 518

where thePearland Drugstoresat on the Donét forget our quarter

northeast corner and ti@rossroads Innsat on April 21°7:00 P.M. at the Knapp Senior Center

the southwest corner. That was the town center. on Park Street. Homemade coias, coffee, soft
drinks and visitation with old friends. See you

Overcoffee the other morning uther there.

Cunningham, a few other men and | 4o

discussing exactly where would be the center of  pjagse remember yearly dues for 2009 were

town in thePearland as we know it today. payable Jan. ¥. If you have not paid your
Some said the intersection of highwayjs8 and dues for this year, please see the form
1128 Others thought it would be at the attached to the end of this Newsletter. Thanks

intersection 0618 and Cullenor as some of us


mailto:mark325@prodigy.net

What 6s Happening

If you have driven around the oRkarland
townsite recently, you surely have noticed the
i Ol d Pe arnlsa stoeebdbIignavCity
crews have been putting up the attractive and
distinctive brown street signs and probably by
the time you gethis Newsletterwill have
completed putting up all the signs. This is a
projectofthed Ol d Townsit e
Al | i aThePeadand Historical Society
donated $100@ward this project which cost
around $40,000 for street signs. Also the City
has put sidewalks alorgalvestonandGrand
Blvd. recently. TheDld Townsite Group meets
the first Thursday night of each month7a®0
P.M. in thePearland Church of Christ. Kyler
Coleis the old townsite ceoordinator

In a ceordinated project between tkdd
Townsitegroup and thédistorical Society, a
committee headed Wyistorical Society
membemDwight Bittick has been formed to
identify older historic homes inside of old
Pearland. The committee has identified quite a
number of old homes. Thdistorical Society

will be deciding what criteria will be used to
acknowledge that a home is an historic home a
whattype of markewwill be placed on the house.
Further in theNewsletterare pictures of just a
few of the old homes on the list. Other members
on the committee at@arolyn Garner McCoy,
Dana Hastings Triplett, Brenda Martin Riggs,
Peggy Farthing Long, Luther Cunningham

and Mickey Mark.

Officers for the next two years will be elected at
the April meeting.

Society memberkuther Cunningham, Alma
Nolen and Mickey Mark were appointed to
serve a two year term on the Board of Directors
of theBrazoria County Historical

Commission.

Among our Members

Society Member Wayne Longpassed away
suddenly February 11tlhile exercising on a
treadmill. Wayne was the 2nd oldest child of
Ernie and Dora Long one ofPearland's
pioneer families.He was &PHS gradwate of the
class of 1949 He wasprecededn death by his
older brotherE. L. Long and sisteDonna

B u s iLong Bristow. Wayne and his wife Joyce,

were residents ddmithville, Texas. Our
sympathies go out t&/ayne's siblings,Edwin
Long, Delores Long Stevenson, Mary Long
Borm and Ida Long Munday - all of whom are
Societymembers.Sympathies also are extended
to all of Wayne'sfamily.

Becky Kinkade Henderson sisterin-law of
Society Member Linda Kinkade, passed away
March 10". Becky, a 1984 graduate of PHB,
survived by her husbari®andy, sonsNathan
(13) and Aaron (18). She was a member of the
Pearland First Methodist Church. Beckydied
from breathing complications related to cancer
which had spread to her lungt.is always sad
to lose a loved onelt is especially sad when that
loved one is a young mother with two soi@ur
deepest sympathies are extended to the
Hendersonfamily and to theKinkade family.

Former Pearlander A. C. Garner passed away
Jan. 18. A. C.was a 1951 graduate of PHS and
a running back on the 1950 thistrict
championship football team. C. was the son
of Phil and Gladys Garnerwho had eight
children.His sisterNaydean Garner Mahanay
and brother&ene and C. L.precededA. C. in
death.The Garner family lived for many years
on the corner oPlum and Pearland Streetsn
"Old Pearland.” A. C.'s brother,Larry and
wife Johnnie Mag still live in the"Garner"
house at that site.

Doyle Green,son of Society membétancy

Green, passed away March 17 after a long battle
with cancer.Doyle,a 1968PHS grad, was a
retiredHouston policeman. Anothereally good
guy gone too soon.



Long timePearland residentQuida Cook
passed away March 21Quida was the wife of
Bill Cook who everyone knew from his many
years aPearland Ace Hardware.

Historical Society Member Annetta Parker
Childress passed away March 9 after a very
lengthy illness. Those who knew Annetta will
remember her for her beautiful smile and sunny
disposition She was a joy to be arourfshnetta
and husbandill Childress, moved to
Brooksidein 1951. Annetta worked forC. J.
Harris (principal of Pearland Elementary
School)and for theCity of Brookside for a
number of years. Our sympathies go out to all of
the Parker/Childress family. Daughter

Kathleen Childress Holtand sonClay
Childress, are members of ouistorical

Society.

Society Member Pat Talbot Burketthas really
been going through a rough timBat went into
the hospitabn Feb. 18 with chestpains. She
was life flighted toS t .
emergency surgery for a tear in her aoRat
wasinl.C.U.aBt . Lon & ldathing

machine for a periodf time and had a
tracheotomyn order toget off the breathing
machinePatis now inClear Lake Rehab Unit

in Clear Lake; and it is good to report the
tracheotomy is closed and she is now able to talk
and receive visitors. Hang in theRat. We are

all pulling for you.

AnotherSociety Memberwho has really been
going through a toughrtie isBob Peirsol. Bob
went into the hospitdfeb. 2%'in Corpus

Christi for what was to be a very simple
laparoscopic hernia day surgery. In the process
of the surgeryB o bigtestine was punctured.
Bob has endured all sorts of problearsd finally
got out of the hospital March 27 Boy, talk
about a shock that must have beegoing in
the hospital for day surgery and winding up
staying there for over a montHope all goes
well from here onBob.

AnotherSociety Memberwho is in need of our
prayers isFrank Waddle. Frank, a 1957 PHS
grad is undergoing chemo therapy for pancreatic
cancerFrank and wifeDonnalive in Conroe
whereFrank has been a builder for many years.
Frank is an upbeat sort of guy who always had a
big smile on his face andfiam handshake.
KeepFrank, Donna and family in your prayers.

Society Member Rose Mary Raneys now

living in a retirement village iBrownwood,
Texasnear her daughtd.inda Raney Hatrriss.
Rose Maryhas also been battling a few health
problems; butinda says her Mom is planning
on being at ouReunion Luncheonin October.
We will be expecting youRose Mary. Rose
Mary would love to hear from her friends in the
Society. Her addressRedstone Assisted
Living, 2410 Songbird Circle, Apt. 16,
Brownwood, Tx. 768012410. Phone number is
325643-2080.

Society Memberand oldest native born male

Lukeod@ Hos p PdardahdcitizenDavid Scotthad a mild heart

attack March 1%. David spent a few days at
Southeast Memorial Hospitalafter having a
stent put into one of his arteries. It is great to
report thaDavid is doing really good. Way to
go, David.
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Oilers Repeat as State Champs!!!!

Wo w, I bet most Pearfandy o u
High Schoolhas repeatedsTexas State

champs. No, not in football, basketball,

baseball, track, tennis, swimming or any other
athletic endeavor. They are thexas State
Champion High School AcademicDecathlon
team. The team of students frétearland High
Schoolbeat out other competitors in the large
school divisionThestory of this great
achievementvas on page one of one of our local
papers but was not a headline story nor was there
a picture of the teanThe storywason page 4 of
our otherlocal papebut they did have a picture
of the team membensuchen Lin, Paulina



Cueto, Jackie Vu, Omosola Odetunde, Mark
Honeycutt, Bryan Jewell, Michael Lee,
Samuel Mayfield and Alec Davila. Coaches
are Corey CogswellRobert Layne, and Scott
Crossno.

How do you suppose this story would have been
handled had thPearland Oilerswon theTexas
State Championshipin football or basketball?

edition of theFort Bend County Fair. The
picture below was in thEort Bend newspape
Also S a n dhusbandDave Scott was recently
elected to a 2 year term Bsesidentof the
Texas and Southwestern Cattlé&Raisers

Association.The Cattle Raisers Associatioris

a 15,000 member organizationTéxasand
Oklahoma cattle growers.Daveis alsoVice
Presidentof Port City Stockyards in Sealy,

Dond6t you i magine it woTekad Hdhoperates thBeat Cattle E€ampeany n e

headline news with pictures galore? Sort of
makes you wonder whe our priorities are

d o e sthTotwin the state championship in
academialecathlons a great accomplishment
and certainly speaks well of the academic
program aPearland High Schoo) as well as for

the dedication of the coaches and members of the

team The team will now bgoing forward in

the nationatlecathlooc o mp et i t i on.
them good luck and hope if they actually win the
national title, they will receive a lot more
recognition than they did for winning the state
championship.

Also in the same edition of one of the local
papers there was a story and a picture of ten
Pearland High Schoolstudents who are national
merit scholastic finalists. Congratulations to
those students also.

As a final notein the picture of the

championship dechalon team the members are
wearing two tond’earland High Schooltee

shirts. The picture is black and white but
hopefully the tee shirts were maroon and white,
Pear | and Hitegrhcoldrsdndrmt 06 s
black andwhite.

Proud Society Member

Society membeBandra Martin Scott over in
Richmond has reason to be very proud of her
daughterClaudia Scott Wright and of her
husbandave Scott. Claudiawas recently
elected president of thHeort Bend County Fair
Association As president of thEair
Association, Claudiawill preside over the 73

Congratulations to th8cott family.

Claudia Wright — Fair Association President

Claudia Wright is the new president of the Fort Bend County Fair Assoclation. Wright, center, is shown with
her family, husband Quinn and daughter Caylin, left, and parents Sandy and Dave Scott, at right. All have been
involved in'fair activities for many years. Claudia was honored at the President's Reception Thursday night at the
Fort Bend County Fairgrounds. She will preside over the 73rd edition of the Fort Bend County Fair this fall.

Picture from Fort Bend Newspaper: Claudia Scott
Wright (center), Sandy & Dave Scott (right)Cl audi ad s
daughter Caylin and husband Quinn (left)
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Main Street Pearlandi circa 1938

PMuey Heten ALExawoEr ABouT 1938



Thanks taSocigy Member Johnnie Bill
Alexander for furnishing the picture above
which is of his AunMary Alexander standing
near theMonarch Garage.Mary is facing north
SO you are looking south toward the intersection
of Highways 35 and 518 he picture says it was
taken approximately 1938. The house on the left
appearstob& o s i e homé (where ¢he big
oak tree still stands). The picture belovais
picture also looking south but on the other side
of Highway 35 again showing o s haeise.s

N how X760 r ny —

1924
IHeflins home '
(Tree in frant of Present

Josie

Really | ooks Duaroldeen doe
members will well remember thdonarch
Garagewhich was the business Gfyde

Oblinger. Clyde and wifeKathleen Lizer

Oblinger lived in back of the garageClyde was
called a fAwel dero; but
There was no job too big or too difficult or too

small for him to take on from building a new

water well drilling rig forP a t  Ot0 Deddyg

a leg onto some | adyods
People inPearlandwould say ifClydec a n 0 t
weld it, it canoQydebe we
and Katdidersanpobn ASonnyo
Oblinger was killed in an accident in tislop.
Their youngersowVar r eno i B di
who was a 1943 PHS grad and a member of the
great 1941 six man team, passed away a couple
of years ago. His daughténjana Conchais a

member of theistorical Society.

Clyde Oblinger
Clyde also served on the Pearland Schoohii
t he

back i n 400s.

art

Mary Alexander Bartletter with Johnnie Bill
Al exander and wife

on Jacob
i
J**dk,\Q*@L*********I*K*@*Qcaj**@c*a*i**| y

Money isn'teverything,
but it sure keeps the kids in touch.

Sue,

I5<e|y EE Qcplil&ski PtarlédBdilcagor_if
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Hanging Around Out West

We had previously talked about where is the

center ofPearland and talked of a group of guys

over coffee who had decidedwts the corner of

518 and Cullen or as many old timers used to
callthatcornefi Dead ManoWhiclCur veo



brought up an interesting question. Why was
that particular corner known &sD e a d
Cu r v &onte thought it was because there
were so many fat car wrecks there. Others,
myself includedthought it was because at one
time a cattle rustler was caught near that corner
and was hanged by a group of vigilante cattle
men.A visit with Pearland Historical Society
membemDavid Smith cleared up the ansr.

David and his family came tBearlandin 1928.

His father was ranch foreman for the noted
cattlemanHoustonian Joe D. Hughes.The

S mi tlited sff Cullen (which was then

known afOld Chocolate Bayou Road)and

they farmed the land at the south side of where
Cullen and 518came together. At that time,

518 dead ended &uwllen. David says there

were many wrecks where cars traveling south on
Cullen ran across 518 and into their farm land.
He recalled once stng a truck sitting beside

their tractor in the field and thinking hizad had
bought a tractor with a cab on it. That is the story
of Dead Mands Curve.

But asPaul Harveyl i ked t o say,
rest of t he DBobheayRpado
(now Fite Road)was a grove of cotton wood
trees. These trees really stood out because as we
have seen from old photos there were very few
trees anywhere west Bearland. Davidsays

one morning when he was about 5 or 6 years old,
his Dad told him to get in the trck, he had
something to show hinDavid got in the truck

and hisDad drove downChocolate Bayoutook

the left turn orb18,then right onChocolate

Bayou and then right again dnoherty Road

(Now Fite Road) They drave to the grove of

cotton wood trees arthere still hanging in a
cottonwood tree was the cattle rustler. He had
stolen some cattle over arou8duth Houston
somewhere, was caught up with and hanged right
there. David says hibadt ol d hi m, fAs
you to look at this man and remembestisi
what happens to you when you steal another
manébés property. o The
was the rustler was never identifieDavid says
he was identified but the identities of the
hangmen were never known. So the story is

S

Dead Ma n owvss s€alledbaexrause of all

Ma n 0 $he wrecks on that corner. The grove of

cottonwood trees nearby was calfedl e a d
mano6és JMha alessoa forab or 6 year
oldkiddDondét you think that
etched in your memory for a lifetimé&d the

next time wedlk about the center ¢fearland,

you can jusbDeadyMandh Ca
right outthere bype ad Ma n 6 sThaBGks,o v e .
David , for that bit of history.

Farm on Dela9d3 OMasn 6 s Co

Dairy

Ah&s®of fis ko livediBearland back in the
Ovegdodeaioss

506s
Manos

and even
Jollison dairy farm whichwas & D e a d

Cur vwvhereKr o g & nawvs If you can
remember the dairy, you will also remember that
anytime after a big rain the dairy cows would be

wading in mud upo their bellies.

Looking Back

Watson Housei 1 94 0 06 s



In the last issue of thdewsletter,there was a
picture of a wagon rim around a big oak tree in
the yard of the house long tirRearlanders
knewas theWatson house. Thanks tSociety
Member Janelle Moody Arcemantfor sending
the picture of her grandmothéncy Watson,
standing in front of th&/atson house as it

|l ooked back in
Grand Boulevard and theMartin house which

at that time was the only building on the east side
of Grand Blvd. between the school af@range

St. This was beforehe Church of Christ was

built.

Still looking back, but not quite so far, the first
Pearland newspaper after the original
newspaper, th&earland Advocatewent out of
business in thePealand!| y
Progress.In theHistorical Societyfiles are a
number of copies of therogressfrom back in
the 606s. 't i s al ways
and see what was going the small town of
Pearland back in those days-rom theAugust

13, 1964issue are just a few of the things which
can really give a contr
and the 200006s.

The City of Pearland was to meet to discuss the
proposed budget &140055. The budget

included a salary d#5,400salary for the police

chief and$13,500for salaries for the rest of the
police force. (Editorods
say how many officers were employed by the

City at that time). Th&ayor was to ge$10

per year and councilmemereto get$25per year

for their services. Administrative expenses were
budgeted a$32,000

In the same issue of tliogress, Dr. Lloyd
Ferguson, Superintendent of the Pearland
School District, presented the proposed budget
for the school district. The school board adopted
a budget 0$684,750. Administration costs were
budgeted a$39,540.Total fort e a c $alarres 6
was$478,573.Dr. Fergusonreported an
expected total enrollment for thestiict as 1750
students.

t heared 0 6 s .

When we look back at budget numbers of 1964,
it is also good to look at some other prices which
showed up in the progress. For exanigoets

Foot Market outin Brookside had a full page
grocery ad with the following prices:

Crown Roast--------- 39 cents |b.

I n the background
Picnic Hams--------- 29 cents Ib.

Veal Steak----------- 49 cents Ib.

14 oz. Li b-b-y®centsCat sup

Also in the classifieds is an ad for a 2 bedroom
home for rent oidarkey Road. Price $55 per
month.

1 Bor 90{% msoltifPark E:e%stery- $100 Each

y

When you consider those prices, Bajce
C th N & 4fady 53840075950 he? manf)© kb ac
doesndét sound too bad. I
back; but most of us old tinfeearlandersalso
tend to kiﬁk ourselves for ngtvesting in IandI 60
&cuhdrelrfarid Ba&i@nthode b—:a‘?ly d%y%.r y
Dondt forget to get
annual Reunion Luncheonon

Not e: The paper did no

Saturday, October 24", Reservation

form attached.
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When a new source of taxation is found it never
means, in practice, that the old source is
abandoned. It merely means that the politicians
have two ways of milking the taxpayer where they
had one before.

H. L. Mencken



A Few Older Homes in Old Pearland Townsite

Old Homer Miller House4501 W. Jasmine Johnston Housk 2309 San Antonio

Phil & Gladys Garner Homie 4405 W. Plum Hawkins Homé& 2112 N. Grand

Ainsworth Home& 2202 Grand
Cross Roads Inh 2238 San Antonio



