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             Presidentôs Message 
 

Boy, isnôt it hard to believe itôs been over a year 

since Hurricane Ike played havoc with Pearland 

and the rest of the Gulf Coast. When you drive 

around Pearland, you will still see a roof with a blue 

tarp on it now and then.  Surely do hope we can get 

through this season without another hurricane of any 

kind much less one as powerful as ñIkeò blowing 

through Pearland.  Hurricanes have affected the 

history of Pearland starting with the terrible one of 

1900.  At that time Pearland was a 6 year old fast 

growing community.  According to Mrs. Emma 

Coppinger (Vic Coppingerôs mother) in a brief 

history of Pearland which she wrote in 1941, at the 

time of the 1900 storm Pearland had over 100 

students in school.  After the storm, the railroad gave 

free passage to those who wanted to return to their 

homes in the mid-west; and the number of students 

left in school was less than 40!  Then in 1915 another 

terrible hurricane blew through and destroyed the 

brick school the citizens of Pearland had built in 

1912. For the next 22 years Pearland students were 

bused to Webster to attend high school. It doesnôt 

seem possible another year as gone by since ñIkeò 

did his thing.   

 

Speaking of time zipping by always make you think 

about our need to attract a younger group into our 

Historical Society. Every year at our Reunion 

Luncheon when we light the candles in memory of 

our members and old time Pearlanders who have 

passed away I think we are all thinking ñwhoôs going 

to take their place?ò Society Member Judy Meade, 

who lives in Bandera, Texas, came up with a great 

suggestion which might encourage new and 
younger members.  Judyôs suggestion is that we 

 

 

 

 

purchase ñgiftò certificates for one year memberships 

in the Historical Society and give them to relatives  

and friends and particularly to younger people. You 

can read more about this further in the Newsletter.   

 

Time passes so fast it is hard to realize our Reunion 

Luncheon is just around the corner (Saturday, 

October 24
th
).  Donôt forget to send in your 

reservation form which is attached on the last page 

and get your tickets for a great day of remembering 

what life was like in the small town of Pearland we 

all knew and loved. When I think about our luncheon 

and seeing all the old friends, I think about the old 

country western song that Willie Nelson sings ï 

ñAinôt it Funny How Times Slips Away.ò  First verse 

goes like this:   

           
          Well hello there, 

          It's been a long long time 

          How am I doing? 

          Oh well, I guess I'm doing fine 

           It's been so long now and it seems that 

           It was only yesterday  

          Ain't it funny how time slips away? 

 
Every time I hear Willie sing that song I think about 

how great it is to see and visit with those old friends 

at the luncheon.  ñAinôt it funny how time slips 

away.ò  Hope to see you October 24
th
.  

 

                      Mickey Mark  
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  Whatôs Happening 

 
At the July meeting, Dwight Bittick presented 

guidelines his committee is proposing for the 

selection of  homes which will be considered for old 

Pearland historical home plaques.  It was suggested 

that the guidelines be e-mailed to members for their 

consideration and thoughts.  All of the replies have 

been very positive and we will be moving forward 

with a program to award plaques to homes which 

qualify as a ñPearland Historical Society Old 

Pearland Historical Home.ò 

 

Society Treasurer Peggy Farthing Long reported 

as of June 30
th
 the Society had a balance of 

$40,599.11. We all owe Peggy a big ñthank youò for  

the hard work she does as our Treasurer.  It is a lot 

of work and Peggy does an outstanding  job.  

 

We now have an application form from the Texas 

State Historical Commission to apply for a Texas 

State Historical Marker for ñRobert L. and Julia 

Martin Hunter Parkò on Orange Street. The 

ñParkò is on property which originally was part of 

the Robert L. and Julia Martin Hunter  homestead.  

Julia Mar tin  came to Pearland in 1894.  Robert L. 

Hunterôs father, Dr. Johnson Calhoun Hunter, 

came to Texas as one of Moses Austinôs original 

300.  Robert L. Hunter  came to Pearland in 1900. 

So the property where the Park now is has a rich 

Texas and Pearland  history; and it becomes our 

task to document the history and get the marker.  

Procedure is we will have to send the application 

through the Brazoria County Historical 

Commission who will have to approve the 

application and forward it on to the State.  

Hurricane Ikeôs impact and unexpected budget 

expenses have set the Parks and Recreation 

Departmentôs time schedule back for the Park.  

Also the City  will be putting drainage pipes from 

Plum Street down Park Street and through Hunter 

Park to Town Ditch before the Park can be 

finished.  

 

The ñOld Townsite Neighborsò continue to meet the 

first Thursday of each month; however there will be 

no meetings for the next two months. Kyler Cole and 

wife Shannon are expecting their first born child (a 

boy) the last of September.  Further in the 

Newsletter are pictures of the homes with the ñYard 

of the Monthò for the last two months.   

  

 

 At the last ñOld Townsiteò meeting, Kyler Cole 

showed those in attendance a drawing of  an ñOld 

Townsiteò entrance monument which will be built at 

the intersection of Highway 518 west and Walnut 

Street.  Although technically the ñOld Townsiteò 

does not start until one reaches Austin Street, the 

little triangle at 518 and Walnut is an ideal spot for 

this monument which will let motorists know they 

are about to enter ñOld Pearland.ò   Our Historical 

Society is very appreciative of the work Kyler and 

the Old Townsite group are doing to improve old 

Pearland.      

 

 
 

 

              Among our Members 
 

Society member Jeannie Matlock Savell passed 

away September 14
th
.  Jeannie was a 1962 graduate 

of PHS and for many years she and husband Charles 

ñCookieò Savell lived out west of town on 518 just 

west of Cullen.  For the last few years they have 

lived in Onalaska up on Lake Livingston.  

 

Society member and long time Pearland resident 

LaVerne Hunt  passed away July 15
th
 at the age of 

95.  She was a dedicated and tireless worker for many 

years for the Pearland First Methodist Church and 

was a member of Pearlandôs American Business 

Womenôs Association. Our sympathies go out to 

LaVerneôs son Charlie and daughter Camille Hunt 

Garner and family.  
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                  LaVerne Hunt 

 

 

Also several long time Pearland residents passed 

away since the last Newsletter.  Carolyn Gilmore, 

wife of ñCoachò Dave Gilmore passed away July 

23
rd
.  Coach Gilmore was a coach and taught math at 

Pearland High School for many years.  Carolyn and 

Dave were also long time members of the Pearland 

First Methodist Church.  
 

Ann Hall , mother of Johnnie and Gary Hall  passed 

away August 3
rd
.  

 

Winston Fuller  passed away August 5
th
.  You may 

recall from the last Newsletter that Winstonôs wife, 

Nell Fuller , also passed away on June 29
th
.  

 

Long time Pearland resident Harry Vickers  passed 

away Aug. 9th.  Harry  was a former Pearland ISD 

transportation employee.  His wife, Diane Vickers, is 

a long time Pearland ISD employee as a clerk at 

Pearland Jr. High West. 
 

Another long time Pearlander, Don Cote,  passed 

away August 10
th
 at the age of 90.  As you drive 

around the Pearland area, you can see many 

memorials to Don Cote in the form of ornamental 

metal windmills which Don built at his home on Fite 

Road.  Our sincere sympathies go out to daughter 

and Society Member Lou Cote McKendree and 

family. 

 

Christine Beck, 1955 PHS graduate and youngest 

daughter of long time Pearland family Hubbard 

and Gladys Beck, passed away August 16
th
.  

Christine was a resident of Wharton, Texas.  

 

It is always sad to report the passing of our members 

and long time Pearlanders.  It is particularly sad to 

report the death of a 23 year old granddaughter of 

one of our Historical Society members.  Arie 

Elizabeth Crosby, 23 year old granddaughter of 

former Pearlander Herbert Alexander, passed 

away Sept. 2 in San Antonio, Texas. Herbert,  a 1951 

PHS graduate and wife Phyllis are now living in 

Concan, Texas.  

 

 Please keep Society members Jimmy Peel and Pat 

Talbot Burkett in your prayers.  They are both 

going through some rough times health wise.  Jimmy 

was scheduled to have colon surgery back in August 

but prior to the surgery he had to be off the drug 

ñplavixò for awhile.  After 5 days of being off plavix, 

Jim had a severe heart attack.  Consequently he is 

now awaiting both a heart by-pass operation and a 

colon surgery.  Pat is in the hospital with pneumonia.   

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

                  Good News 
 

Congratulations to members Larry and Nancy 

Phillips who celebrated their 50
th
 wedding 

anniversary with a great anniversary party with 

literally hundreds of their friends in attendance at the 

Alvin Knights of Columbus Hall  on August 15
th
. 

Prior to the party, Larry and Nancy celebrated with 

an anniversary trip to Alaska.   

 

Must have been the hot Texas summer.  Society 

members Barbara Burkett Lilley  and husband 

Claude along with Martha Ann Keonitzer Matkin  

and husband Mickey also took an Alaskan cruise 

back in mid-August.  Understand all went great 

except for a bit of sea sickness for Martha Ann.   

 

Congratulations are also in order for Society 

Member Pat Cook Thibodeaux who became Mrs 

Willis Brignac  on August 21
st
.  Pat and new husband 

Willis celebrated their marriage with a trip to 

Branson, Mo. Pat says that Willis has spent most of 

his life in Louisiana but they will continue to make 

their home in Liberty, Texas.  Willis has 5 children 

and 8 grandchildren.  Pat has 2 children and 6 

grandchildren; so there will be some great family get 

togethers.  Hereôs wishing Pat and Willis a world of 

happiness.  

 

           



 

4 

 

 Some very special birthdays 
 

Although we often write about the need for our 

Society to recruit younger members, we are also very 

fortunate to have several members who are now in 

their 90ôs.  What a wealth of knowledge and wisdom 

these members have regarding Pearland and the way 

it was when people spoke of ñPearlandò they were 

talking about what we now call ñOld Pearland 

Townsite.ò  We have two members who turned 99 

this year. Eunice Martin Jones, who now lives in 

LaCross,  Wisconsin turned 99 on July 25
th
.  Mary 

Lee Smith Miller  also turned 99 on August 22
nd

.  

One of the first interviews done for the Newsletter 

was with Mary Lee back in 1995.  At the time Mary 

Lee recalled that when she and husband Jack Miller  

built their home on the corner of Orange and Austin 

Streets (which was to be her home for the next 60 

years), she spoke of being ñout in the countryò with 

nothing but bare prairie with no trees all around 

them.  Congratulations to Eunice and Mary Lee and 

also to other Society members who belong to the 90ôs 

club.  Others  in the club are  Emma Jamison Wells, 

(Pearlandôs oldest native born citizen) Mamie 

Williamson, Hazel Muetz, Bill Bradley, Nina Hill, 

Ethel Nelson,  Claudia Martin and the newest 

member Ernest Cogbill.  Hope we didnôt overlook 

anyone. 

 
Eunice Martin Jones with daughter and son-in-law 

Murnice and Paul Lobosco at her 99
th

 birthday party .  

 
Mary Lee Smith Miller with Nita Jo  Pitts Duty at 

Reunion Luncheon 

 
Emma Jamison Wells who will be 97 Nov. 1st 

Pearlandôs oldest native born citizen  

 

Society Member Ernest Cogbill also joined the elite 

90ôs club on August 22
nd

 when the Cogbill family 

celebrated Ernestôs birthday and also had a Cogbill 

family reunion at the Bella Vita party room in 

Pearland.  

               
               Ernest Cogbill with cousin at 90

th
 birthday  

               Party.  Cousin is daughter-in-law of Margaret 

                Cogbill Tollett                                              
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Cogbills at Ernestôs Birthday Bash and Cogbill reunion 

Top Row: L-R: Michael Stringer, Jessica Stringer 

(Ernestôs granddaughter);Christine Cogbill Diehl 

(Ernestôs daughter);Taylor Diehl 

Bottom Row: L-R:  J. T. Richardson, Anna Cogbill 

Richardson (Ernestôs daughter); Ricky Cogbill 

(Ernestôs son); Mildred Cogbill (Ernestôs sister); 

Ernest; Alford Cogbill (Ernestôs oldest son); Dennis 

Diehl, William Diehl, Garrett Diehl (Christine Cogbill 

Diehlôs sons, Ernestôs grandsons)  

 

The Cogbill family has a long and interesting history 

in Pearland.  Their family history written by 

Charles ñChinkò Logan is both in our files and a 

copy in the time capsule in Zychlinski Park .  In a 

future issue of the Newsletter we will be telling the 

Cogbill story. We have written about the OôDay 

business, the Garner Cleanerôs  business and Joan 

Bakerôs beauty shop business as the oldest 

continuous family businesses in Pearland. The 

Cogbill family also has a long history of a continuous 

business in Pearland.  You will be reading about it 

later. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Old Townsite Homes of the Month 

 
The selection for the old townsite home of the month 

for the month of August was the beautiful home of 

Carl and Jennie Talbot on Grand Blvd .  The home 

was designed and built by Carl who is a retired 

architect. 

 

The home of the month for September is the Carol 

Artzôs home on Galveston Street.  Carol is the 

Director of the Pearland Chamber of Commerce. 

Her unique and beautiful home was originally a small 

farm house.  Some of our readers will remember the 

Bruce Crites family living there.  Others will 

remember Victor Coppinger  remodeling and living 

there.  Carol keeps the yard immaculate. 

 

 

 

 
         Carl and Jennie Talbotôs Home on Grand Blvd. 

 

 
Carol Artzôs Home on Galveston Street 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

  A Look Back ï Buster the beer drinking 

buffalo 

 
I recently got an e-mail from Steve Wynn who is a 

retired Pearland school teacher with long ties to 

Pearland.  His Mother is Della Ann Dimmitt Wynn,  

a 1945 graduate of Pearland.  The Dimmitt family 

was one of the pioneer Pearland families.  In his e-

mail Steve said while at his Motherôs house  in 

Wharton he found the September 08 Newsletter 

which Della Annôs cousin Howard Patterson up in 

Colorado Springs, Colorado had sent her. Steve 

was interested in the comments about 5 legged 

Brahman bull and beer drinking buffalo which were 

an attraction at a place called ñThe Country Storeò 

down at Hastings. Apparently many of our members 

remembered seeing the beer guzzling buffalo and 5 


