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         President’s Message 

 

In thinking back over the year 2015, I can’t 

remember a year when we lost as many Historical 

Society members and old time Pearlanders as we 

did this past year.  When you read the names it is 

like reading a Pearland history book.  By the way, 

we all owe Rosalie Ferguson a debt of gratitude for 

the Pearland history book which she wrote back in 

1993.  I am astounded at the amount of time and 

work she must have put in while gathering 

information about long time Pearlanders.  There 

are some mistakes in the book, but by and large it is 

a wonderful book of Pearland history.  I refer to it 

very, very often. 

 

The losses we have had in the past year certainly 

reiterate our need to recruit younger members to our 

Historical Society.  This has been a difficult task 

since so many younger people have a full family 

and work life and don’t want to participate in the 

Pearland Historical Society.  We are certainly 

open to any suggestions as to how we may generate 

more interest.   

 

On a different note, in our files at our Historical 

Society site, we do have some family histories.  

They are all very interesting reading.  If you or a 

member of your family have not written a history of 

the family, I would really suggest you do so and 

provide a copy to our Historical Society.  Also we 

certainly do welcome any stories you might want to 

submit for the Newsletter regarding your memories 

of Pearland past - - or even interesting stories about 

what is happening in Pearland now. Looking  

 

 

forward to seeing you at our quarterly meeting on 

the 21
st
.  

 

             Mickey Mark 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

              What’s Happening 

In spite of threatening weather and the lights going 

off for awhile, our Reunion Luncheon seemed to 

be enjoyed by all.  Even though the weather forecast 

predicted severe rain storms, we still had 

somewhere around 200 persons in attendance. It is 

always a great time when we can get 200 old time 

Pearlanders together.  

 

Our sincere appreciation goes out to the Pearland 

School District and to Keith Ordeneaux for the 

use of the Pearland School District 

Administration Building for the luncheon.  The 

facility is really nice.  The overhead  lights did go 

out for about 30 minutes; but the wall plugs worked 

and Keith got floor lamps hooked up which did add 

sort of a romantic atmosphere to our lunch.  As 

usual Central Texas Barbecue provided a really 

good meal.  

 

Thanks also to Society Member David DeHoyas 

who posted a lot of pictures from the luncheon on 

the Pearland Historical Society Facebook page. 

Some of the pictures are posted in this Newsletter. 

 

The honored class of 1965 had a very good turnout 

for the luncheon. One of the members, Dixie 

Grimes came all the way from New England for the 
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reunion. I believe they also had a reunion party at 

Green Tee Country Club later in the day hosted 

by Michalyn Ordeneaux. 

 

 
   Class of 65 at Reunion Luncheon 
 

Seated Gail Luther ?, Lynette Rainey Wilson, Lois Ann 

Robinson Rodriquez, Tina Hall Bittick,  

Front row standing: Donald King, Mike Coppinger, 

Michalyn Miller Ordeneaux, Charlene Lejsal ?, 

Kathleen Worral Riffe  

 J. L Rachel, Kathy De Willis Wells, Mike Ivy, Henri Jean 

Smalley Loessin 

Back row: Dixie Grimes, Roy Johnson,  Jimmy Wilson, 

Billie Jo Jones Moffett, Robby Moffett, Don Migl, Tommy 

Hunter, John Waling, Gary Prebilsky  

 

Make your plans now to attend our luncheon this 

October 22
nd

 where we will be honoring the 

graduating class of 1966. 

 

Our Wednesday night work group took off for the 

holidays starting around the first of December.  The 

latest project is sorting through pictures, 

categorizing them and preparing for ways to present 

them in our Historical Society room.  We will 

resume work this month.   

 

We have had quite a few people ask when we will 

be opening our site to the public.  This is something 

we will be discussing at our quarterly meeting on 

January 21
st
.  One suggestion has been that we 

keep open to visitors on Saturdays.  In any case we 

will need volunteers to be there when it is open to 

welcome visitors and show them around.  One of 

the things which attracted a lot of attention at our 

luncheon was the historic time line of Pearland 

history.  We took it from the wall of our 

headquarters and posted it on the wall at the 

luncheon.  It did generate a lot of interest. 

 

 
 

     Pearland History Timeline at Luncheon 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Among our Members and Old Time Pearlanders 

 

The sad part of writing this Newsletter is the 

reporting of Society Members and old time 

Pearlanders who have passed away or undergone 

severe health problems.  This issue is no exception.  

 

A topic which nearly always comes up when old 

time Pearlanders get together is former teachers 

they had back when in school at Pearland.  

Unfortunately, we lost two teachers who were long 

time teachers and who were fondly remembered by 

those they taught.  

 

Willard “Jug” Backhaus passed away Nov. 17
th

 at 

the age of 90. Jug came to PHS in the fall of 1949 

as line coach for the football team. (Buck Brooks, 

who was the head coach, was the only other coach 

at the time) .Jug also coached baseball and won the 

district in 1951.  When baseball was dropped in the 

mid 50’s due to a lack of interest, Jug was 

instrumental in starting Pearland summer baseball 

(Little League).  Jug remained at PHS for 42 

years. He served as coach and as an administrator. 

Many of the men in our Historical Society have 

some really good memories about their playing days 

under “Coach” Backhaus. 
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                Willard “Jug” Backhaus 

 

 On December 13
th

 another long time Pearland 

teacher, Mrs. Florene Little, passed away in 

Lovelady, Texas.  Mrs. Little was 96 years old. 

She came to PHS as Home Economics teacher in 

the fall of 1947.  I am not sure what year she retired 

here in Pearland; but she continued to substitute 

teach at Lovelady after her retirement in Pearland.  

She is also remembered as the girls’ basketball 

coach who took the Pearland girls to the state 

tournament in 1956.  She and her husband, Jewel 

Little, also started the Linwood sub-division on 

Orange Street East sometime in the early 60’s. 

 

            
              Mrs. Florene Little 

 

Many of the ladies in our Historical Society still 

talk about the homemaking tips they received in 

Mrs. Little’s class.  

 

(Editor’s note:  Don’t you wonder if today’s students 

will have the great memories of teachers like Mrs. 

Little and Coach Backhaus as people in our age group  

  do?) 

 

In this last quarter it seems we lost a number of  

long time Pearlanders whose family history went 

back several generations.  

 

On October 15
th

 , Don “Donnie” Carbone passed 

away at the age of 67 shortly after being diagnosed 

as having stage 4 pancreatic cancer.  He was a 

member of the class of 1967.  Don’s Mother was 

Alta McCormack Carbone and his grandparents 

were Joyce and Bill McCormack.  Many of our 

male members have written stories about their 

memories of working in the hayfields for Bill 

McCormack.  
 

Long time Pearlander, Theta Cessac passed away 

Nov. 16
th

.  Although she and husband Dr. Fred 

Cessac were both raised in Nederland, Texas, 

Theta was actually born in the old Suburban 

Gardens Hotel (Miller Hotel) here in Pearland in  

1934 while her father was working on building 

Telephone Road.  Theta actively worked in many 

community activities in Pearland.  She served on 

the Pearland School Board for eight years and 

established the Silverlake Lions Club.  Our 

sympathies go out to Dr. Cessac and to sons Phil 

and Dane and to daughter Mollie. Theta will be 

remembered for her many contributions to the 

growing community of Pearland.  

 

Rhonda Triplett Ellis passed away November 8
th

 

after spending several weeks in a hospital following 

an auto accident.  Rhonda was a 1981 PHS 

graduate.  She was preceded in death by her 

husband Ronnie Ellis and her father, Melvin 

Triplett.  Her grandparents were Dan and Vera 

Keith Triplett.  The Keiths and Tripletts are both 

long time pioneer Pearland families.  

 

 Long time Pearlander, Louise Haskins Wisley, 

 passed away Nov. 18th after a very long term 

illness.  Louise had been in hospice at her home on 

Austin Street. She is survived by her husband, 

Marvin, son Gene and daughter Janice Bradley 

and also by her brother Johnny Haskins.  Louise's  
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father was Hamilton Haskins and mother was 

Bessie Benes Haskins.  Both the Benes family and 

Haskins familiy were long time Pearlanders.  

Louise was a 1949 graduate of PHS.  In her 

graduating class were 9 girls and 3 boys.  Our 

sympathies go out to all of Louise's family.  

 

Milton Garner, another long time Pearlander, 

passed away Dec. 4
th

.  The original Garner family 

came to Pearland in 1910.  Milton’s father, Phil 

Garner, married Gladys Maness and they had six 

sons and one daughter.  Sons were Eugene, Wayne, 

C. L., A.C., Milton and twins Larry and Lonnie.  
They had one daughter, Naydean.  With Milton’ 

passing, the only sibling still living is Wayne.  

Milton was a 1953 grad of PHS.  Milton is 

survived by his wife, Camille Hunt Garner  and 

also by a son and daughter.    

 

On Dec. 9
th

, former Pearlander Gene Van Eman 

passed away.  Gene was the former husband of 

Delores Long Stevenson.  While living in 

Pearland he was very active in community affairs 

and served on the Pearland School Board. 

 

Another long time Pearlander and member of one 

of Pearland’s pioneer families, Marvin Raney, 

passed away Dec. 14
th

.  Marvin, a 1977 PHS grad 

fought a long battle against cancer.  

 

 Ray Glasscock, husband of Hazel Shannon 

Glasscock passed away Nov. 27th.  I understand he 

had been been battling pneumonia and congestive 

heart failure.   

 

 William “Bill” Morgan passed away Dec. 28
th

.  

Bill is survived by his wife, Terrie Morgan.  

Terrie and Bill were both very active in Pearland 

community affairs.  

 

Although  Hattie Mae Wood had not lived in 

Pearland very much since her graduation from 

PHS in 1940, her family is also one of the pioneer 

families.  Hattie Mae passed away Jan. 3
rd

. at the 

age of 92.  Her family had a dairy farm on 518 west 

of  Cullen Blvd.  (formerly “Old Chocolate Bayou 

Road”).  Hattie Mae was salutatorian of her class 

and an outstanding basketball player.  She and her 

sisters, Dorothy, Beatrice and Virgle were also 

outstanding players for the Pearland lady softball 

team back in the 40’s. Hattie Mae taught and 

coached in the Orange, Texas school district for 

many years prior to her retirement.  

 

Several of our members have been going through 

some rough times health wise.  Please keep them all 

in your prayers. 

 

Society Member Bill Hall went into the hospital 

shortly before Christmas with severe pain on the 

side of his head and face.  Initially the doctors 

thought his problem was from a blood clot; but after 

several MRI’s it was decided he had an infection in 

his brain.  He was treated with anti-biotics and 

blood thinners and is currently in Tuscany Village 

Nursing Home in the west side of Pearland.  Bill 

lost a lot of weight and was very weak; but he is 

now taking physical therapy and regaining his 

strength.       

 

Historical Society member Delores Long 

Stevenson  passed away Jan. 13
th

.  Delores, a 1953 

PHS graduate, was one of 7 children of Ernie and 

Dora Long, also one of Pearland’s pioneer 

families.  Brothers, E. L., Wayne and Edwin 

(Chuck) and sisters, Donna and Ida preceded 

Delores in death.  Her sister, Historical Society 

member Mary Long Borm, who lives in San 

Marcos, is the surviving sibling. Delores was 

diagnosed with colon cancer last Sept. and more 

recently with liver cancer.  She had been in hospice 

care. Our sympathies go out to all of Delores’ 

family.  .  

 

Another Historical Society membet and long time 

Pearlander  to keep in our prayers is Robert 

Bristow. Robert lost his daughter, Carol Bristow 

Wills last September and he recently went into the 

hospital with a bad infection of some kind.  I 

understand he is now also in Windsong Nursing 

Home here in Pearland. 

 

Long time Pearlander, Marvin Wisley, is also in 

Tuscany Village, in rehabilitation after taking a bad 

fall on December 20
th

.  Marvin is the husband of 

Louise Haskins Wisley, who passed away Nov. 

18
th

. 
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Jennie Talbot fell and broke her hip Jan. 7
th

 and 

underwent surgery a couple of days later.  The 

doctors delayed surgery due to Jennie’s very fast 

heartbeat and high blood pressure.  Carl reports that 

Jennie came through the surgery in good shape; but 

she had to have a steel rod inserted in her femur.  

The rod goes from the hip to within a couple of 

inches from the knee.  As you may remember 

Jennie had heart surgery last July and then had a  

blood clot in the brain after the surgery. She will 

probably be going through rehab for quite a while.  

Please keep Carl, Jennie and all others who are 

going through health problems in your prayers.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

                 Mr. November 

 

Did you get the 2016 calendar which the City of 

Pearland mailed out shortly before the first of the 

year?  If not, ask the City for a copy.  If you did get 

it, did you look through the pictures and see the 

Month of November. If so, you saw this picture. 

Of Society Member and long time Pearlander, 

David Smith.  
 

 
 

This picture which is on the calendar was taken last 

Sept. 28
th

 when the Pearland Fire Dept dedicated 

naming the EMS Administration Building the 

“David S. Smith Fire and Administration 

Building.  

Daughter, Susan Smith Lenamon, says they now 

to refer to David as “Mr. November.”  Here is the 

reading of the caption below David’s picture on the 

calendar. 

 
“David L. Smith and several volunteers created the 

Pearland Emergency Medical Service in 1989.  He 

became one of the first Texans to become a State 

Certified Emergency Manager.  After serving on the 

Pearland City Council for numerous terms, he became 

employed by the City of Pearland as the Emergency 

Management Coordinator/Director of Public Works 

where he managed the Fire and EMS departments unti 

2000.  To learn more about Pearland history, visit the 

Pearland Historical Society website at 

pearlandhistoricalsociety.org.” 
 

David is currently in Trinity Oaks still 

recuperating from a bad fall, broken leg and ankle.  

Daughter Susan reports David recently had a 

problem with a respiratory infection; but is doing 

much better now.  

Thanks, David, for all your years of service for our 

community. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

                       Looking Back 

 

As we have mentioned previously, a Boy Scout by 

the name of Rahul Popat is working on doing a 

documentary video about Pearland history for his 

Eagle Scout project.  Recently Rahul met with 

Luther Cunningham and me to show us what he 

has put together so far on the video.  The narrator 

for the video is our Historical Society Secretary, 

Karen Kliesing.  Luther and I were impressed 

with what Rahul has done thus far and also 

impressed with how good Karen sounds doing the 

narrating. Rahul met with us to show us his 

progress and also to ask for more early Pearland 

pictures.  We have given him quite a few pictures 

and hopefully the video will soon be ready for 

viewing.  

 

Rahul’s family lives out west of Pearland.  He 

attends Kinkaid private school in Houston where 

he is an 11
th

 grader. We mentioned to him that back 

in 1941 Pearland had defeated Kinkaid in a six-

man football game which was hyped in the 

Houston Post as being for the unofficial six-man 

state championship.  Both Pearland and Kinkaid 

were undefeated.  Rahul had never heard of six-

man football; but he was quite interested and 

wanted to get some picures of  Pearland six-man 

teams.  You all know the story about the game.  

Pearland won the game 44 -14 and the next day the 

Houston Post had a big story about the game with 
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pictures of the game and also of the Pearland all 

girls drum and bugle corps. The little town of 

Pearland had never had such publicity.  Society 

Member Charles “Chink” Logan was a starting 

end on the team of 41; and caught a touchdown 

pass. (See picture below)  I believe that Chink’s 

wife, Gertrude Gotcher Logan was also a member 

of the all girls’ drum and bugle corps 

 
Copy of picture from Houston Post Nov. 20, 1941 showing 

Charles Logan scoring touchdown 

 
PHS Drum & Bugle Corps. – Evelyn Martin Lawhon 

is the drum major - 1941 

 

Rahul also asked for pictures of early Pearland 

businesses.  We provided him with several; but in 

looking for pictures of businesses it reminded me 

that whenever you ask one of our members about 

his/her memories of earlier days, the old corner 

drugstore is brought up. Many of our members talk 

about the great hamburgers at the old drug store.  

 

Recently I went in the What-a-burger and bought a 

hamburger and small order of french fries.  The 

price was $5.25.  That certainly brought back some 

memories of  those purchased at the old drug store.  

Later that afternoon I ran into Joan Baker (owner 

of Joan’s Beauty Shop)at Walmart.  I got to 

talking to Joan whose sister Luella Smith and 

Albert “Smitty” Smith ran the drugstore.  Joan 

remembered that when she came to Pearland in 

1946 the price of a hamburger was 25 cents and a 

coke was a nickel. 

 

She and I also discussed the many Pearland girls 

and women who through the years worked at the 

drugstore.  We remembered Nina Hill, Bobbie 

Martin, Lydia “Cooter” Smith Rutherford, 

Marguerite Howard, Arlene Bristow, Carleen 

Nichols Mark, Louise Haskins Wisley; and I am 

sure there were quite a few more.  Carleen 

remembers she made 50 cents per hour when she 

worked there in 1948 and later. 

 

 
Norma Rae McCormack (L.) and Margie Burton in front 

of old drug store approx. 1942 

 

Many of our members recall walking from the 

school to have a hamburger and malt for lunch. 

When one starts trying to recall old time Pearland 

businesses, the old drug store immediately pops up. 

Others are the Red & White store (Kliesing 

grocery), George Long IGA store, Raymond 

Kliesing Motor Company, Turner Lumber Yard, 

Martin Gulf Station, Warner Humble Station, 

and Lila Warner café.  

 



 

7 
 

Another picture Rahul asked if we had was a 

picture of the Pearland city limits sign from back 

in earlier days.  The only picture we could find is 

this one below: 

 

The picture from the 1948 PHS yearbook is of  

Historical Society member Juanita Stone 

Sutherland standing at the Pearland city limits 

sign which was just slightly north of Orange St. on 

Hwy. 35.  Juanita is a 1949 PHS graduate. 

              
.  

 I’m looking forward to Rahul’s finished video. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Society member Corky Segelquist donated his 

1947 PHS letter jacket (pictured below) to our 

Historical Society.  Corky played center on the 47 

undefeated bi-district champion six man team.   

. 

           
                             Thanks, Corky. 

                             Class of 1966 

 

How many of our Historical Society members were 

1966 grads of PHS?  We will be needing names 

and addresses of 1966 grads so we can send out 

invitations to those who were part of the honored 

class of 50 years ago at our annual luncheon. I don’t 

believe we have very many in our Historical 

Society; but if you are one or know a class of 66 

member, please try to start gathering names and 

addresses.  We had a really good turnout of class of 

65 members this past October.  It is always a fun 

time.  Let’s hope we can also have a good turnout 

this October. 

Speaking of “good turnout” , as mentioned 

previously you can go to the Pearland Historical 

Society facebook page and see some really good 

pictures of the persons at the luncheon posted by 

David DeHoyas. 

Below is a copy of one of the pictures which you 

will find quite remarkable as did I when I first 

looked at it.  

 

The picture is of Mayor Tom Reid and Society 

Member Florence Jamison Gum standing by the 

Pearland history timeline.  What is remarkable 

about this picture, and if you didn’t know it would 

find unbelievable, is that Mayor Reid is 90 years 

old and Florence is 91 years old.  Show this picture 

to someone you know and ask the question, “how 

old do you think these two are”. I don’t believe their 



 

8 
 

answer would be anywhere near 90 and 91. Looking       Just a Reminder

really good, Mayor and Florence.  

Also Florence is in another good picture below 

taken by David at the luncheon.  Of the 13 Jamison 

children, only Florence and Will (I believe) are still 

living.  In the picture with Florence are Jamison 

descendents gathered at the luncheon.   

 

From left to right: Susan Gum, John (Bootsie) Yost, Bobby 

Jones, Evelyn Yost Jones, John Carl Jamison, Wanda 

Wells Moyle, Margie Wells, Mary(Puggy) Kliesing Yost, 

Florence Jamison Gum 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Thinking about the Mayor and Florence being in 

their nineties brings to mind something we old guys 

who get together for coffee most mornings discuss 

quite often - - that is our memories.  One theory we 

share is that just as when a computer hard disc 

becomes very full your computer will be slow in 

replying to your questions. So as we age our brains 

become so full of knowledge, it may take a while to 

remember a name or some detail. That brings to 

mind the joke below  which is quite appropriate. 
 

“A small group of elderly guys had been friends for a 

long time, some even since grade school.  Now in their 

80’s they would get together for morning coffee and 

chit chat almost daily.  One day one of the guys looked 

at another one and said , “please don’t get mad but for 

the life of me I can’t recall your name. Please tell me 

what it is.”  His friend glared at him, glared some more 

and continued to glare for about 3 minutes. Finally he 

said, “how soon do you need to know?”   

    

Membership dues became due on January 

1
st
.  

Please see the membership form at the end 

of  the Newsletter.  

           * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

  Don’t forget our quarterly Historical  

 Society meeting Thursday night, Jan.  

 21 st at 7:00 P.M. at our Historical  

 Society home on Galveston Ave.  Special  

 guest will be Kim Sinistore, Executive  

 Director of the Pearland Convention and  

 Visitors Bureau who will give us an  

  update on what is happening in  

  Pearland.  As usual homemade cookies,  

 cold drinks and visitation will follow the  

 meeting.  Hope to see you there.  

             * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

  A bit of wisdom from Mark Twain 

 “The history of the race and each individual’s     

 experience are thick with evidence that a truth  

 is not hard to kill and that a lie well told is   

             immortal.  

 

              * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * *  * * * *  * * * * *     

  

                               See you on the 21st 
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